11th November 2021
Issue No: 87

Dear parents
KEY DATES
NOVEMBER

Week beginning 15th

I trust that you all had a pleasant half term and were able to spend some time together and that if your
family celebrates Diwali that you had an enjoyable few days.

Anti-Bullying Week
15th
Odd Socks Day

There is no escaping the fact that Christmas is looming - the first strains of Christmas songs have been
heard from the Hall in music lessons and I am really pleased that our choir was able to meet for the first
time this week. They are scheduled to make their debut later this term.

19th
LAMDA Exams
22nd

Year 3 Swimming Starts

30th
Nursery
Christmas Performance
2:30pm

DECEMBER
3rd
Reception
Nativity Performance 9am
PFA Christmas Bazaar School
Hall 3:30pm
6th - 9th

Nursery
Parents’ Evening
3:30pm onwards
7th
Reception
Parents’ Evening
3:45pm onwards

8th
Form 4-6
Aladdin @ Queens Theatre,
Hornchurch

Forms 1 & 2
Nativity Performance 2pm

Last Friday, we enjoyed a Diwali themed assembly from Mrs Webb and it was wonderful to see the
children in their beautiful clothes. Mrs Webb told me that the school would look like “a rainbow” and
she was quite right. This week we marked Armistice Day with an assembly on Monday and a minutes
silence at 11am on Thursday and the children have been taking part in remembrance themed activities
over the week. It would be well worth them spending a little time watching the BBC coverage of
Remembrance Sunday if they can.
I am really pleased that we finally have a set lunch menu on a three week cycle which started this week.
The second week’s menu is published later in this Newsletter. Most of you will not have met Tony
Green, our new Head Chef. Tony started with us as a temporary staff member in September and I am
thrilled to say he has now joined the staff full time. The difference he has made to the food is
remarkable and we are very fortunate indeed to have been able to secure his services.
Next week is Anti-Bullying Week https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullyingweek-2021-one-kind-word and the children are invited to wear odd socks on Monday 15th to celebrate
difference and diversity.
Callum Douglas, Headmaster

News from Nursery
The Nursery children have been focusing on identifying patterns
and forming their own patterns using a variety of resources.
We have also been learning about emotions. We read the story
of ‘The Colour Monster’ which helped us identify different
feelings such as happiness, sadness and anger. We extended
this further by making our own sensory bottles to help us calm
down when we feel sad or angry.
Miss G. Hadji, Nursery Manager

10th
Form 1-3
Aladdin @ Queens Theatre,
Hornchurch

END OF TERM
12:30pm
(1pm for Forms 1-3)
(No Afterschool Club)

JANUARY
6th

School resumes
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News from Reception
The Reception children practise their handwriting every
day and have been writing words linked to certain
sounds they are learning. They are currently learning
about rhyming words and thought of words that could
rhyme with the words they had written.
In maths, they have been putting numbers in the correct
order and then learning what the numbers look like as a
word.
Mrs C. Carter, Reception Teacher

News from Form 1
It has been a busy start to the new half term in Form 1. As you can see from the photo, we have successfully moved into our
temporary classroom to allow for building work for the new Nursery to commence. All the children are very much enjoying
the new space and have settled in well.
In English, we have been reading the book, ‘Clean Up!’ by Dapo Adeola and Nathan Byron. Following on from this, the
children have been working on writing fact-files about some of the animals that were mentioned in the book. It is great to
see that the children are using their purple pens to self-correct their work once they have checked it.
In Maths, the children have been working very hard on adding and subtracting 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 to a two digit number.
We were very busy making poppies last week to mark Remembrance Day. We think our poppies look great on our windows.
In Computing, the children are learning to become document creators. They can open, save and then retrieve a file they have
created.

Art and Design has seen us become sculptors and begin to make more complicated clay models. Watch this space for our
progress!
Mr T. Ward, Form 1 Teacher
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News from Form 2
Form 2 have been enjoying their new history topic all
about Ancient Egypt. In geography, we located the River
Nile on world maps and in atlases. We have learned
about the process of mummification and in art we
worked with clay to model and carve our own canopic
jars for preserving organs. In English, we learned to identify and write statement, command, question and
exclamation sentences and wrote some gruesome
instructions on how to make a mummy.
Miss K. Mackie, Form 2 Teacher

News from Form 3
The last two weeks have been very busy! We have learned how to
divide larger numbers by 4 by halving and halving again. We have
also explored poems created by looking at different pieces of art.
Form 3 have challenged themselves by finding some of their
favourite pieces of art and have written their own poems about
them. The girls also competed in a football tournament and came
fourth. Well done, girls! In Science, we have made our own theatre
using card and will be adding to this in the upcoming weeks and by
the end of the term we will have our own shadow puppet theatre.
As it is anti-bullying week coming up, we created our own ‘Kindness
Board’ and Form 3 have been throwing kindness around like confetti!

Toy and Game Amnesty
We are looking to improve our provision
for wet playtimes and are asking for your
help. If you have any unwanted
toys/games that are suitable and in good
condition that are no longer wanted at
home, please send them in so we can
create boxes for each classroom. We’re
ideally looking for things that the children
can sit down quietly and play with/do so
no Nerf guns please! Nothing broken or
with incomplete/missing pieces. Any items
can be brought to Mr Douglas’ Office.
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News from Form 4
We have been looking at gases and how we can prove that they exist. We did three
different experiments: we tried squashing bottles with their lids on which we were not
able to do because of the air inside. We used our noses to find a variety of scents around
the classroom and we compared the weight of a balloon when it was inflated and flat.
We also had some soil and gravel in pots and poured water in. The water displaced the
gas and we observed bubbles coming to the surface.
Last year, the children read ‘Kid Normal’ by Greg James and Chris Smith and they wrote
to the authors and told them how much they enjoyed it. They very kindly sent us a signed
copy of their new book and Mrs Ridley came in to deliver it to us. It was great to see Mrs
Ridley and we can’t wait to read the book.
Mr I. Metcalfe, Form 4 Teacher

News from Form 5
During art this week, the children were creating
landscape pictures. They used watercolours to get
the effect, building up layer upon layer as they went.
In English, Form 5 have been working on descriptive
writing using figurative language. They worked as a
team to produce a piece of writing before recording
themselves presenting their pieces.
Mr M. Christiansen, Form 5 Teacher
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Week 2 Lunch Menu
Monday:
•
•
•
•

Sweet chilli chicken with
egg noodles
Butternut squash and
chickpea curry
French beans
Flapjack

News from Form 6:
Form 6 have been busy celebrating Autumn. You can see the Notting Hill
Carnival style headdresses they created for Black History Month. They then
created beautiful Rangoli patterns for Diwali and have been working hard on
Autumn themed poems. The class also visited the park this week to collect
leaves for artwork and to gain inspiration for our poems.
Mrs L. Abiade, Form 6 Teacher

Tuesday:
•
•
•
•

Cottage pie
Vegetable wrap
Kale and cabbage
Chocolate cake and
custard

Wednesday:
•
•
•
•

Roast chicken with sage
and onion stuffing
Vegetable chilli and rice
Broccoli
Strawberry Eaton mess

Thursday:
•
•
•
•

Mince meat and
dumplings
Baked sweet potatoes
and aubergine
Steamed cabbage and
sweet peppers
Chocolate and banana
pancake

Friday:
•
•
•
•

Baked fish fingers and
mash potato
Vegetable lasagne
Garden peas
Stewed plums with ice
cream

Swimming
Form 4 have one more swimming session on
the 15th November, then it will be Form 3’s
turn, so please ensure they remember to
bring their kit. Form 4 have been gaining
confidence in the water and this week they
jumped in from the poolside before
swimming half a length down to the shallow
end.
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