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KEY DATES
OCTOBER
5th
‘Go Red for Dyslexia’
Children can wear a red item of
clothing with their uniform to
raise awareness of dyslexia

6th
Forms 1 & 2 Football
Festival - Noak Hill Sports
Centre
13th
Flu vaccinations

Dear parents
We were visited this week by a gentleman called Vernon Hales. Vernon is a hugely experienced former Head of
Aldwickbury School in Hertfordshire. He works with Inspired Learning Group to help oversee standards within the
schools as part of the group’s governance responsibilities. He spent a full day with us, visiting all the classrooms,
speaking to a number of children and staff and then gave feedback to all teaching staff at the end of the day. I am
happy to report that Mr Hales was extremely complimentary about the happy and kind atmosphere of the school,
the politeness of the children and the standard of teaching and learning in the lessons that he saw. He was particularly pleased with how the staff were using the 1:1 devices in the lessons where they were deployed as they were
allowing the pupils to learn effectively but were not the focus of the lesson.
We have made a change to the reward systems in the school with the advent of the Headmaster’s Award which
supersedes our previous system of merits. Pupils throughout the school can be nominated for an HMA for going
’above and beyond’ in any facet of school life. It may be for a truly outstanding piece of work, or showing commitment to the school’s aims that goes above the norm. I am pleased to announce that HMAs have been awarded to
the following so far this term:
•
Shiv Dhir (Form 6) for outstanding homework research on planets.
•
Laura Moreira (Form 1) for amazing independent Maths work.
•
Charles Wei (Form 2) for showing excellent curiosity in History.
•
Laila Khan (Form 4) for challenging herself at Stubbers Activity Centre.

14th
Form 2 Wellgate
Community Farm Trip

Please take note of the date and time of the re-arranged PFA ‘re-boot’ event on Thursday 14th October at 7pm.
This is a chance for you to meet the current PFA and for us to re-invigorate the association. Childcare will be provided for current pupils from Forms 1 to 6 in the shape of a suitable film.

PFA ‘Re-boot’ meeting, 7pm

18th - 29th
HALF TERM

NOVEMBER

Finally, you will see to the left that we have arranged Form 1-6 Parent’s Evening for Tuesday 2nd November. Thank
you for completing the survey on this - the results showed a heavy bias in favour of face-to-face meetings. However, I am aware that you will not all feel comfortable meeting face-to-face so if that is the case please contact your
child’s Form Teacher and they will be happy to arrange a screen call at a mutually convenient time. More details on
booking appointments will come from Form Teachers in due course.
Callum Douglas

2nd
Form 1-6 Parents’ Evening
(from 3.45pm)
30th
Nursery Christmas
Performance, 2.30pm
DECEMBER
3rd
Reception Nativity, 9am

6th-9th

News from Form 2
Form 2 had a very exciting surprise this week when we received a ‘pelican post’ delivery (just like in the story we have
been reading, ‘Yours Sincerely, Giraffe’). We found some
letters inside from animals all over the world. In English, we
used our reading skills to infer which animal might have sent
each letter and to find out the meaning of some new words.
In our geography lesson, we enjoyed using Google Earth to
locate some of the places that our letters had travelled from.
We investigated which letters had travelled the longest and
shortest distances.

Nursery Parents’ Evening
(from 3.30pm)
7th
Reception Parents Evening
(from 3.45)
8th
Form 1&2 Nativity, pm
(time tbc)
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News from Reception
Reception have been talking about different
positions and how to describe where something is
located. They were introduced to the class bear who
they named ‘Mr Bob’ and they placed him in various
places around the room and described where he
was. We then practised reading and following
instructions.
Mrs C. Carter, Reception Class Teacher

News from Form 3
Form 3 have been so busy for the past fortnight. We are so
engrossed in our Ancient Greeks topic and have been so
interested in the history of Ancient Greece. We used clay to
create our monuments to honour the war between Greece
and Persia. We have been looking at food chains and we
used our bodies to represent each category. We learned scientific language and can now fluently use and explain
‘producer, primary consumer, secondary consumer and top
predator’. We have also learned the scientific names for our
bones and can label a life-size cut-out of a body!
Form 3 are now professionals at writing unusual words on
our ‘Cast Your Spell’ board to teach others how to spell.
What a very busy two weeks!
Mrs T. Duzgun, Form 3 Teacher
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News from Form 5
On Friday 17th September, the children of Form 5 had the
opportunity to visit Stubbers Adventure Centre in Upminster. They took part in raft building, paddle boarding and
climbing. All of the children proved how resilient they are
and took some big risks to have a go at something they
had never done before. Back in school, we wrote recounts
about the day. It’s fair to say that a good time was had by
all.
Mr M. Christiansen, Form 5 Teacher

News from Form 6
Form 6 have had a busy week. On top of carrying out their prefect duties, they have researched natural resources, written descriptive pieces on Manchester during the Industrial Revolution, learned about transport inventions in the 19th Century and investigated how we see colour. In the pictures below, you can see Form 6 using coloured filters and prisms to refract light, working together to research Manchester during the Industrial Revolution (including analysing historical maps) and learning tennis
skills at Gidea Park Lawn Tennis Club.
Mrs L. Abiade, Form 6 Teacher
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News from Nursery
The Nursery children have finished our September topic,
‘All About Me’. We enjoyed learning about each other’s
similarities and differences through culture days. We’ve
also been busy looking after our new class pets - African
Land Snails! We have also enjoyed our cooking and yoga
classes.
Miss G. Hadji, Nursery Manager

News from Form 1
It has been an interesting few weeks in Form 1, with the children getting to grips with the iPads in class. They have all been
trying incredibly hard to understand how to use them and it is great to see how they are enriching their lessons. We had a
great history lesson looking at what evidence of the past children could find. They were then able to listen to a voice-note
asking them a question and record their own voice-notes explaining what they found to answer the question, ‘How do we
know that Homo Sapiens arrived in Britain?’ In computing, the children have been using the iPads to help with an art project
and have made a great start on producing Picasso style pictures of themselves. Make sure you keep checking Showbie for
their work as once it is finished they will be uploading it for you to see.
The Bug Club reading scheme is now fully up and running and the children are making great progress and enjoying finding all
the bugs to answer the questions to demonstrate their understanding of what they have read. Keep up the great work, Form
1.
Mr T Ward, Year 1 Teacher

Go Red for Dyslexia
Next week is Dyslexia Awareness Week. Our
students will be learning a little more about
dyslexia and celebrating the uniqueness of all our
different learning styles. On Tuesday we will all be
encouraged to ‘go red for dyslexia’ by adding one
item of red clothing to our uniforms, for example a
pair of red socks or a red tie. The colour has often
been seen as the colour of mistakes and
corrections so we are now re-claiming this colour and using it to
represent awareness, diversity, innovation, connection and the
strengths of dyslexia, rather than the weaknesses.
Miss L. King, SENCo & Deputy Head
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News from Form 4
At Stubbers, we did five activities - they were: canoeing, then
team games, then my favourite which was the grass sleighing,
archery and finally laser combat. Before all that we played in
the playground. Because Form 3 did a cave experience, me and
Priyana got one made by Mr Metcalfe. We got under the bench
in our little hut and because caves are usually damp we got
splashed! I loved the canoeing and especially the end because
we had a dip in the water which was freezing cold!
Eva Sanganee, Form 4 Pupil

Harvest Festival
As part of our Harvest Festival, children brought
donations for Havering’s local foodbank, a charity which
supports local people in need. Thank you to everyone
who donated items to this most worthy cause. This
annual occasion is a timely reminder to give thanks for all
we have and an opportunity for the children to think
about others in need. All the donations will be taken to
the food bank next week.
Mrs S. Jenkin, Teaching Assistant

Office e mail: office@gideaparkprep.co.uk Phone: 01708 740381 Website: www.gideaparkprep.co.uk Facebook: Gidea Park Prep and Nursery

