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KEY DATES
MAY
31st - 4th June
HALF TERM

JUNE
7th
School Resumes
16th
Pre-School/Pre_Prep
2:30pm
Sports Day
(parents to arrive at
2:15pm)

Dear parents
It has been fantastic to get to know the pupils and the school a little better over the past
couple of weeks. I’ve had the chance to sit in on lesson delivered by Mrs Ridley, Miss El Ayadi
and Miss Mackie and I have really enjoyed seeing the staff and pupils in action. Years 3-6
enjoyed an assembly from Miss King last Tuesday focused on the power of words and this
week Years Reception to 6 discussed the tendency we have to look forward to the next thing
and not appreciate what is going on in the here and now. In a follow up assembly I will be
sharing with the pupils the story The Precious Present by Spencer Johnson which is well worth
a read. This linked nicely with the fact that this week has been Mental Health Awareness
Week https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
Over the past 2 weeks we have had a number of visits from Inspired Learning Group, partly
focused on governance and inspection-based audits to check that we are where we should be,
but also on planned improvements and developments to the fabric of the school. I will of
course share plans in due course; suffice to say I am extremely encouraged by the
commitment from ILG to help Gidea Park continue to develop and thrive.
My best wishes for a pleasant weekend.
Callum Douglas

JULY

News from Pre-School

16th

We have been very busy in Pre-School. We have been
continuing our work looking at nature, planting
sunflower seeds and watching them grow and painting
pictures of sunflowers. When we were looking for
minibeasts, we came across a snail. We named the snail
‘Shelly’ and gave her leaves to eat. We then looked at a
piece of art by Matisse called ‘The Snail’ and created our
own versions. We have also been looking at birds and we
put some bird seed into our little birdhouse and we
added a birdhouse to our summer garden display board.
In Maths, we have been going on number hunts and
looking for numbers hidden in shaving foam and sand.
We have been using Playdough to match numbers and
some of us can sequence numbers by putting the correct
number of legs on a spider.
During Storytime we had a fun time acting out the story
of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’.
Mrs S. Harrison, Pre-School Teacher

12pm
End of Term
(NO AFTER SCHOOL
CLUB)

SEPTEMBER
6th
INSET Day
7th
Children return
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News from Reception
The children have been learning about the life cycle of
a butterfly. When they came into school on
Wednesday, they had a wonderful surprise - the
caterpillars were no longer in their cocoons and had
become beautiful butterflies.
Mrs C. Carter, Reception Teacher

News from Form 1
It has been a busy fortnight in Form 1. The children have been identifying and describing the properties of 2D and 3D
shapes and locating lines of symmetry in their Maths lessons. In English, they have planning and writing a response to
a letter and working hard at their phonics and word endings. In Art, the children have used clay to create works of art
inspired by nature. They took part in a Drama workshop led by the company ‘Perform’ which focused on ‘Under the
Sea’. In History they have shared information they found out about Matthew Henson.
Mr T. Ward, Form 1 Teacher
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News from Form 2
Form 2 had a very ‘egg-citing’ Science lesson this week. We
wondered, ‘what material would be best for protecting an
egg?’ and planned and set up an investigation to find out.
We tested four different materials and thought about how
to make sure our test was fair.
We also created some beautiful African animal artwork.
Miss K. Mackie, Form 2 Teacher

News from Form 3
Form 3 have been looking at different types of poems. We have
focused on calligrams and had a go at drawing our own. We
used the letters from the animal name to draw it instead of
using lines.
In Science we carried out an experiment to make water walk.
This was lots of fun and we got to see the primary colours mix
together and make secondary colours.
Mrs C. Ridley, Form 3 Teacher
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News from Form 4
Mr Kehlar came into our class today and taught us all about
teeth as he is a dentist. He told us all the secrets to cleaning
and keeping our teeth and mouth healthy. He also showed
us the tools dentists always use. As well as that he showed
us healthy and unhealthy teeth and gums. He showed us
lots of models and a presentation about teeth. Another
amazing experience we had is that we got to see models of
real human jaws.
Safia Belal, Form 4 Pupil

News from Form 5
The children have been experimenting with optical illusion art
and the idea of being ‘drawn in’ to the picture. We then
moved on to using perspective to create a street.
In Maths, the children have been looking at the subject of
time. They have been working in pairs to create their own
time questions for each other to answer.
Mr M. Christiansen, Form 5 Teacher
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News from Form 6
This week, in Geography Form 6 have been learning about renewable and non-renewable energy sources.
They are able to compare advantages and disadvantages of both and have started to learn about how all
countries could implement sustainable strategies to become ‘energy secure’ countries.
In Literacy, they have been working on descriptive writing based on the book ‘The Tin Forest’ by Helen
Ward. Here is an extract of a piece of work that the class worked on together:
‘As I pushed away the large bushy leaves, a world of beauty opened up to me; a glimmering sapphire river
that reflected off the glowing sun and in that river, I saw emerald-green leaves shading animals that
prowled across the jungle floor.’ The flaming toucan soared across the sky, grinning down at me through the
soft, mellow clouds. Lush bushes swayed in the gentle breeze, the colours of the jungle revealed themselves.
A cluster of vibrant yellow flowers bloomed under the soft light of dawn. Oh, this wonderful reality of mine; a
colourful world of beauty, inhabited by the most majestic creatures known to man. Night by night, the enchanted forest blossoms and blooms, becoming greater and greater.’
Mrs L. El-Ayadi, Form 6 Teacher
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